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Prophet Muhammad’s Companions in
Contemporary Western Literature:
The Caliph “Uthman Ibn “Affan in Encyclopaedia
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Abstract

The practice of laying allegations against the companions of the Prophet is
not a new phenomenon. New questions and criticisms have appeared
repeatedly from Orientalist scholars. Some Shia writers due to partisan
considerations have condemned the Caliphate of Uthman in strong terms
holding him guilty of nepotism. Some of these allegations have found their
way into an encyclopaedia whose primary aim is to be a reliable source of
objective, fact-checked, and unbiased content ensuring the publication of
articles uphold Britannica's reputation for accuracy and objectivity; to
prevail as a trusted source of factual information, anchored in authority
depth, and relevancy. This article sheds light on how the Encyclopaedia
seemed not to have adhered to some of these policies when presenting
one of Islam’s most prominent and historical figures. It demonstrates how
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the editors used the selective approach in assessing the life and
achievements of Islam’s Third Caliph Uthman bin Affan, choosing only to
portray opinions consistent with biased views. The article shows a degree
of disregard of Islams trusted sources and scholarly responses to the
accusations levelled against Uthman bin Affan, and critically examines
related articles in light of Islam’s primary sources; showing how these
allegations stand rebutted.

Keywords: /Isiam, Companions of the Prophet, The Caliph ‘Uthman bin
‘Affan, Modern Islam, Islamic History, Orientalism, encyclopaedia
Britannica.
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